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On the Condition of the Working Classes in the Inner Ward of St. 
George's Parish, Hanover Square. By C. R. Weld, Esq. 

[Read before the Statistical Society of London, %\st November, 1842.] 

(The inquiry was originated by the Right Hon. Viscount Sandon, M.P. and V.P. of 
the Society, and conducted at his Lordship's expense.) 

The portion of St. George's parish selected for investigation is known 
as the Inner Ward, and is bounded on the north by part of Oxford- 
street, on the south by Piccadilly, on the east by part of Regent-street, 
Old Burlington-street, and Sackville-street, and on the west by Park- 
lane. It is subdivided by the Association for Visiting and Relieving the 
Poor into nine districts, called after the places of worship of the Esta- 
blished Church, and these districts have been consecutively examined 
by an agent appointed for the purpose. The principal quarters where 
the working classes reside are — 

In Church district — Lancashire-court, Avery-row, and the Mews. 

In Hanover district — Oxford-buildings, Grosvenor-markct, Robert- 
street, Gilbert-street, Thomas-street, and Thomas-court. 

In St. Mark's district— Brown-street, Hart-street, Providence-court, 
North-row, Queen-street, and George-street. 

In St. Mary's district — Lees mews and Reeves mews. 

In South Audley-street district — Street's-buildings and Farm-street. 

In Berkeley district — Hayes mews, Lambeth mews, and the upper 
end of Clarges-street. 

In Curzon district — Shepherd's-market and adjoining streets, Car- 
rington-street, Carrington mews, Carrington-place, and Brick-street. 

In Albemarle district — Snead's gardens. 

In Trinity district — South Bruton mews and Barlow mews. 

The population of the entire parish, according to the late census, was 
66,433. There were 7,628 houses inhabited, 342 uninhabited, and 187 
building. But the Inner Ward does not comprise, perhaps, more than 
one half of the whole. The number of houses visited by the agent was 
690, and the number of families 1,465, which consisted of 2,804 chil- 
dren and 3,141 adults; together, 5,945 individuals. The age of divi- 
sion between children and adults, here adopted, is 15 years. 

The greater part of the parish, being occupied by the houses of the 
higher classes and of opulent tradesmen, this portion of the metropolis 
does not offer so wide a field for inquiry into the state of the working 
classes as most others ; but the latter are in the present case placed in a 
peculiar position by their proximity to so large a number of their superiors 
in fortune. 

In several parts of the inner ward the agent found families confined 
in small streets, courts, and yards, of which Lancashire-court and Ox- 
ford-buildings may be mentioned as examples. The rents paid are 
extremely high, 4s. 3d. being the average sum, as will be seen by the 
tables appended ; 4s. 6d. and 5s. were the usual sums paid for an un- 
furnished room on the second or third floor, while in the parishes of St. 
Margaret and St. John, Westminster, the average amount of rent paid 
by the working classes is only 2s. Hid. Many families unable to pay 
the above amount of rent inhabit miserable little garrets and front and 
back cellars in confined situations, at a rent of Is. 6d. or 2s. a-week. 
In the latter numerous families complained of damp, and rheumatism 
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was found to be ratheT prevalent. The high rents and want of em- 
ployment were adduced as reasons for the number of articles that were 
pledged. There was a general complaint made of the difficulty of ob- 
taining employment during the past season. In winter many families 
stated that they were in the habit of pawning part of their furniture and 
releasing it in summer, as they can only obtain employment during 
the " season." Many, however, stated that they were assisted by the 
Coal Society, in connexion with the Parochial District Society, in Gros- 
venor mews. The rents are generally collected weekly, and the land- 
lords are obliged to be very strict, being also working people and under 
heavy rents. The poorer tenants are, however, dealt with more leniently, 
and the arrears of their rents are frequently respited untiL the return of 
the busy season. 

Some houses were found tenanted by ten, eleven, and twelve separate 
families, being one family to each room. There were seldom more 
than nine or ten persons found in a family ; in one case, however, six- 
teen were found. The number of rooms amounted to 2,188, which 
gives lj rooms to each family, and 2' 7 persons to each room. The 
number of beds was 2,510, which affords an average of 23 persons of 
both sexes and of all ages to each bed, whilst in the parishes of St. Mar- 
garet and St. John, Westminster, the number of beds found among 275 
families gave an average of 3 individuals to each bed, thus showing a 
great difference in favour of the physical comfort of the working classes 
in St. George's parish. The families and individuals residing in mews 
over stables and coach-houses were found to be more comfortably and 
commodiously lodged, and their rooms better furnished, than those lodg- 
ing in streets. The proportion of sick to those well was 14 - 1 per cent. 
Water was very good and abundantly supplied in the majority of houses, 
though there were some places where complaints were made, not of any 
deficiency of supply, but of the cisterns, butts, &c, being too small to 
contain a good stock between the days when it is turned on. The 
privies were generally decent, but it is to be regretted that but one privy 
should be accessible to frequently as many as 30 or 40 individuals. 

Regarding the occupations of the heads of families, it will be observed 
that a large proportion consist of coachmen, grooms, and persons other- 
wise employed in the service of the nobility and gentry. In fact, 34 per 
cent, were engaged in occupations of the above nature ; the women were 
generally not employed from home, about one-ninth were engaged in 
needlework, and one fourth in washing and domestic service. All classes 
complained that work had been very difficult to procure, particularly 
during the past season. Many tailors declared that they seldom got 
more than three or four months full work in the year ; large numbers of 
journeymen arriving in London from the country at the commencement 
of the season, and remaining in town as long as there is any work to be 
obtained. Very few children were found to be employed, the sons and 
daughters of the working people being generally, when old enough, 
sent as apprentices to tradesmen, or put out to service. 

The moral condition of the families, as represented by a return of 
religious books found in their dwellings, and their professed attend- 
ance at places of worship, is far superior to the state of the working 
classes in the parishes of St. John and St. Margaret, Westminster. In 
that portion of St. George's parish forming the subject of the present 
inquiry, 98 per cent, professed to belong to some religious denomination, 
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and 93 per cent, to attend public worship, while in the above mentioned 
parishes in Westminster one-fifth of the families visited stated that they 
did not belong to any religious denomination, and only one-half professed 
to attend any place of public worship. In St. George's parish 88 per 
cent, of the families were found to have a Bible, Testament, or Prayer- 
book"; some of the former were of a superior description. Many of the 
children had been presented with Bibles on leaving St. George's school. 
Forty-two per cent, of the families visited stated that they read news- 
papers. It will be observed in the table giving the names of the papers 
read, and the number of families reading them, that the " Weekly 
Dispatch" has nearly as large a circulation among these families as all 
the other papers collectively. The returns of children attending school 
show that 5l - 3 per cent, of the total number of children belonging 
to the families visited were in the habit of attending day or Sunday schools. 

The agent found a considerable number of the parents extremely soli- 
citous to give their children as good education as they could command, 
and were not ashamed to confess how much they had felt the want of 
some education during their own lives. A few of those mothers who 
instructed their children at home, alleged as their reason for so doing 
their objection to their ^associating with other children whose behaviour 
they did not approve, and the fear of their being exposed to contagious 
disorders ; an apprehension which was also expressed by some of the 
working classes in Westminster. 

Thirty-seven per cent, of the heads of the families were born in 
London, 53 per cent, in other parts of England, 5"3 per cent, in 
Ireland, and VI per cent, in Scotland. The length of time during 
which the families usually stated that they had resided in their dwellings 
was very short. 

Appendix. 
I. — Population and State of Health of the Families of the Working 

Classes, in the Inner Ward of St. George's Parish, Hanover Square. 

Number of Families visited 1 , 465 

,, , „. ... rWell 1,261 

Male Children • • • • -jfll . . . 122 

v , r,.-,. fWell.' ..'.'! 1,323 

Female Children • • • 1 tii qs 

Total 2,804 

Adult Males .... {^\ \ \ \ \ '^74 

Adult Females .... (Jf* 11 [ '['.'. ^'fw 

Aged and Infirm Males . {j^" 11 ; \ \ \ * 27 

Aged and Infirm Females « { jn 79 

Total 3,141 

Number of Children . . . 2,804 

Total Population . . . . 5,945 

Of whom are 111 ... . 839 

__ 
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Condition of the Working Classes 
II. — Dwellings. 



[February, 







Number of 


Number of 




ach Family . 


Families. 


Rooms. 


Single Rooms for e 


929 


929 


Two ,, 










408 


816 


Three , , 










94 


282 


Four , , 










17 


68 


Five , , 










8 


40 


Six ,, 










4 


24 


Seven , , 










1 


7 


Kight , , 


> » 








1 


8 


Not ascertained . 


... 








3 


•• 




Total . . . 


1,465 


2,174 



III.— Be*. 













Number of 
Families. 


Number of 
Beds. 


One Bed to each Family 
Two , , , , 
Three ,, ,, 
Four , , , , 
Five , , , , 
Six , , , , 
Seven , , , , 
Dwellings without a Bed 
Not ascertained . • 










623 

638 

154 

21 

8 

3 

1 

7 

10 


623 

1,276 

462 

84 

40 

18 

7 


Total 










1,465 


2,510 



IV. — Country of the Heads of the Families. 

London 550 

Other parts of England 779 

Ireland 85 

Scotland 27 

Wales r . . . . 10 

Foreign Countries .... 14 

Total .... 1,465 



V.— Religious Books. 

Number of Families possessing Bible, Testament, and Prayer Book . 999 

,, ,, Bible and Prayer Book only. . . 50 

, , , , Testament and Prayer Book only . 48 

, , , , Bible only 92 

, , , , Testament only 48 

,, ,, Prayer Book only 62 

,, ,, Religious Books 1,299 

, , not possessing any Religious Book .... 166 

Total 1,465 
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VI. — Occupations of the principal Members of the Families. 

Men employed in Building Trades 119 

,, Clothing Trades 184 

, , as Coachmen, Footmen, Grooms, &c. . . . 496 

, , as Labourers and Porters 173 

,, in Occupations not classified « 401 

Not employed 77 

Not ascertained 3 

Total 1,453 

Women employed in Domestic Service 338 

,, Needlework 179 

, , not Employed industrially 1,026 

Total 1,543 

Total Employed . . 2,996 

VII. — Religion professed by the Heads of the Families. 

Professing to be Members of the Church of England . . . . 1,233 

, , Roman Catholics 77 

,, Dissenters 124 

, , of no Religious Profession 19 

Not ascertained . . 12 

Total 1,465 

Number of Families who attend Public Worship 1,360 

,, ,, do not attend Public Worship .... 90 

,, ,, Not ascertained 15 



Total 1,465 



VIII. — Newspapers read by the Families visited. 



Number of 
Families. 



Times 57 

Chronicle 14 

Morning Herald 11 

Morning Post • 9 

Morning Advertiser 83 

Weekly Dispatch 283 

Sunday Times 79 

Bell's Life in London 23 

Weekly Chronicle 13 

Northern Star 1 

Temperance Journal 4 

Penny Sunday Times 15 

Miscellaneous 24 

Not ascertained 26 

Number of Families reading Newspapers .... 616 

, , not reading Newspapers . . . 823 

Total 1,465 



22 



Condition of the Working Classes 
IX. — Attendance of the Children at School. 



[February, 



Number of Children attending Day Schools 



(Males 
* (Females 

Sunday Schools . {f^ 
Infant Schools . {«£»„ 



Male Children not attending School 
Female ditto ditto 



Total 



339 
301 

229 
290 
230 
219 

1,608 
585 
611 



Total 2,804 



X — Weekly Payments of the Children attending School. 



Id. and not exceeding 3d. . 
Exceeding 3d. and not exceeding Od. 



6d. 

9d. 
Is.Od. 
l*.3d. 
\s.6d. 
Is. Od. 
3s. 6d. 
Not ascertained 



9d. 
Is. Od. 
Is. 3d. 
Is. U. 
2s. Od. 
3s. Od. 
is. Od. 



Not paying any sum for Schooling 



Total 



Total 



216 

151 

30 

44 

25 

29 

13 

2 

3 

1 



514 
1,094 

1,608 



XI. — Description of Pictures found in the Dwellings. 



Description.. 



Serious 

Theatrical and Amatory 
Miscellaneous . . 
Rooms without any . 



Number of 

Rooms. 

84 

56 

768 

. 1,266 



Total 



2,174 



XII. — Length of time which the principal Members of the Families have 
resided in their Dwellings. 



From 1 Month to 6 Months 



6 

1 

3 ,, 

6 ,, 

9 ,, 

12 „ 

15 

20 ,, 

.. 30 ,, 
Not ascertained 



,, 1 Year 
Year to 3 , , 
>> 6 ,, 



9 
12 
15 
20 
30 
40 



278 

290 

356 

234 

119 

62 

43 

50 

21 

8 

4 



Total 



1,465 
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in St. George's, Hanover Square. 
State of the Supply of Water in the Houses. 



23 



Number of 
Houses. 

Plentiful 576 

Scanty 83 

Not ascertained 31 

Total Number of Houses visited . . 690 



XIV.— State of the Privies. 



Number of 
Houses. 



Decent . . 
Not Decent . 

Not ascertained 



340 

17 

333 



Total Number of Houses visited 



690 



XV. — Rents paid by the Working Classes for their Dwellings. 




Number oi 


Annual 


s. d. s. d. 
Paying a Weekly Rent of 1 and not exceeding 16. 


Families. 


Amount. 


16 


52 


Ditto exceeding 1 6 , 


, 2 0. 


33 


145 


., ,, 2 0, 


, 2 6. 


93 


544 


j, ,, 2 6 , 


, 3 0. 


105 


750 


.. .» 3 0, 


, 3 6. 


136 


1,149 




4 . 


159 


1,547 


»» 4 0, 


4 6 . 


162 


1,790 


,, ,, 4 6, 


, 5 0. 


176 


2,174 


.. ». 5 0, 


, 5 6. 


102 


1,392 


., ». 5 6, 


, 6 0. 
, 6 6. 


44 
13 


657 
211 


, , ,, 6 6 , 


, 7 0. 


18 


310 


., .. 7 0, 


, 7 6. 


28 


527 


>, ,. 8 0, 


, 10 . 


25 


585 


10 


> 20 . 


13 


507 






66 


815 






276 








Total .... 


1,465 


13,155 



In estimating the annual amount of rent, an average weekly rent of Is. 3d. has 
been taken for the first line, Is. 9d. for the second, 2s. 3d. for the third, and so on, 
an addition of 6rf. being made at every step. Where the rent has not beeD ascer- 
tained, the average of the rest has been taken. 

The preceding abstracts afford no data for comparison with the census 
of population, nor with the figures contained in the following statistics 
of education in St. George's parish ; the results which they afford being 
available only for a mutual comparison, by which the leading features 
of the condition of the 1,465 families visited will at once be obtained. 
There is no separate census of the Inner Ward, by which to distinguish 
its total population from that of the rest of the parish ; the families 
visited were only those residing in the poorest localities of the "Ward ; 
and tire following results of an inquiry respecting the state of education 
in the whole of it will show that these abstracts cannot comprise even 
all those resident in the district who send their children to the Charity 
and Sunday schools. 



